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MONTANA HISTORY CONFERENCE TO EYEBALL HIGHER EDUCATION ISSUES 
MISSOULA -
Anyone who wants to get the lowdown on "jerks in Montana history" and much more can do 
so at the 20th annual Montana History Conference, "Higher Education in Montana: A Centennial," to 
be held Oct. 21-23 at The University of Montana.
Most of the conference pre-sessions and sessions will be held in the Montana Rooms at UM’s 
University Center. Pre-sessions, scheduled for 10 a.m.-noon and 1-4:30 Thursday, Oct. 21, will cost 
$15—$7.50 for students. They will include workshops on such topics as "Preserving Your Family's 
Heirlooms" and "Using Historical Records in the Classroom." Participants may register at the 
workshops.
The conference, which formally begins at 9 a.m. Friday, Oct. 22, will cost $25-$ 10 for 
students. Participants may register during conference hours at the University Center or from 6 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. Oct. 22 and 23 at the Village Red Lion Inn.
Kicking off the conference at 9 a.m. Friday in the University Theatre will be a panel of 
university presidents discussing the history of higher education in Montana. UM President George 
Dennison, Montana State University President Mike Malone, Carroll College President Matthew Quinn 
and Blackfeet Community College President Carol Murray will share the stage.
Back by popular demand for the third time will be a session on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m. titled "Speaking 111 of the Dead: Jerks in Montana History." A jerkometer will measure the
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speakers’ wit and venom, and a Golden Hatchet Award will go to the one scoring highest on the 
jerkometer.
A session on issues in higher education, presented by graduate students and moderated by UM 
history Professor Dave Emmons, will run from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Friday. It will include a 
presentation on the evolution of ’in loco parentis* at MSU during 1938-1948.
The conference also includes sessions on K. Ross Toole, environmental issues, Montana 
biographies, and research using Native American materials.
The Montana Historical Society Foundation, the Alberta Bair Trust and UM’s Center for the 
Rocky Mountain West are sponsoring the conference.
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Contacts: UM history Professor William Farr, 243-2978; and Joan Haefer, education officer at the 
Montana Historical Society, 444-4794.
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